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Body Image
Learning to Love Who We Are
 

Massage can help restore feelings of self-worth and nurturing--key for body image issues.

May you be
well, happy,
peaceful, and
attain bliss~
-Mark MacDonald

Office Hours and Contact

Relax With Mark 
WWW.RELAXWITHMARK.COM
405-204-9555
Monday - Saturday 11am-7pm
Sunday - with advance notice
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The statistics are alarming. The majority
of U.S. women- -some estimate more
than 80 percent- -are unhappy with
their appearance. At least 10 million
young women, and 1 million young men
have an eating disorder. Girls as young
as 6 and 7 are expressing disapproval of
their looks, and most fourth-grade girls
are already diet veterans. Most
unsettling is the fact that more women,
and girls, fear becoming fat than they do
dying.

Combating the Images
How do you see yourself? Are you
content with the person looking back at
you from the mirror each morning or
do you frown in frustration?

Unfortunately, many of us are unhappy
with the person looking back. Whether
it's lamenting about having a
pear-shaped figure instead of an
hourglass, or exhibiting more serious,
self-hating body dysmorphic disorders,
body image is under siege in our
celebrity- fixated society. While Madison
Avenue continues to airbrush photos of
svelte, 120-pound supermodels for

magazine covers, others are trying to
teach young girls to love their bodies,
beautiful imperfections and all. One way
to combat the Hollywood hype and to
create an appreciation for the bodies we
have is through hands-on massage and
bodywork.

Why Massage Affects
Body Perception
Being unhappy with our bodies has
serious, and sometimes lifelong,
ramifications. Feelings of unworthiness
and self- loathing can set up a lifetime of
self-deprecating behaviors. What
regularly scheduled massage allows us to
do is "get back" into our bodies and
reconnect with ourselves. Massage can

help us release physical and mental
patterns of tension, enhancing our
ability to experience our bodies
(regardless of their shape and size) in a
more positive way. Just as it facilitates
our ability to relax, massage also
encourages an awareness of the body,
often allowing us to more clearly see and



Cultivating a positive sense of self, from the inside out, contributes to a life well lived.
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identify destructive behaviors, including
overeating or purging.

Massage also creates a sense of nurturing
that is especially powerful when it comes
to poor body image. Accepting the
nonjudgmental touch of a trained
therapist goes a long way toward
rebuilding an appreciation and respect
for your own body. If we find acceptance
for who we are and how we look, we are
giving ourselves permission to live
comfortably in the skin we have.

The Value of Massage
Research shows that touch is a powerful
ally in the quest for physical and mental
health. Not only does it help us be more
in tune with our bodies, it can also helps
restore a sense of "wholeness" that is
often lost in our segmented,
overscheduled lives. When we regain that
connection, it's much easier to
remember that our bodies are
something to be cherished, nurtured,
and loved, not belittled, betrayed, and
forgotten.

Valuable for every age and every body
type, massage and bodywork have
innumerable benefits. Here are a few:
- Alleviates low-back pain and improves
range of motion.
- Decreases medication dependence.
- Eases anxiety and depression.
- Enhances immunity by stimulating
lymph flow.
- Exercises and stretches weak, tight, or
atrophied muscles.
- Increases joint flexibility.
- Improves circulation by pumping
oxygen and nutrients into tissues and
vital organs.
- Releases endorphins- -the body's
natural painkiller.

Every Shape and Size
Whether a client weighs 30 pounds or
300 pounds, massage and bodywork
therapists are trained to appreciate all
bodies, without judgment, and to
deliver the best care possible. As in any
session, a therapist's goal is to create an
environment that feels safe and
nurturing for clients, all while
delivering much needed therapeutic
touch. For heavier clients, some minor
adjustments might be needed in the
delivery of the bodywork, but its
nurturing, therapeutic, nonjudgmental
role will remain unchanged.

Through the Scars
We also have to remember that a
negative body image is not necessarily
about those few extra pounds on the
hips. It might instead be tied to the scars
of past injuries and surgeries. Massage
can help here, too. For burn victims,
research has shown massage can help in
the healing process, while for
postsurgery breast cancer patients,
massage and bodywork can reintegrate a
battered body and spirit. In addition to
softening scar tissue and speeding
postsurgery recovery, massage and
bodywork for these clients is about
respect, reverence, and learning to look
at, and beyond, the scars.

Finding the Stillness
Experts say that when the tissues start to
let go and relax under a massage
therapist's hands, profound shifts occur
emotionally and physically. A softening
happens, and the brain and body begin

to integrate again. The chasm between
body and mind that created the eating
disorder, or fueled the negative body
image, begins to narrow. In her book,
"Molecules of Emotion, " Georgetown
University Medical School professor
Candace Pert explains that the body is
the "actual outward manifestation, in
physical space, of the mind. " She says
that if we generate negative energy in
response to our appearance, it can
eventually find its way into reality.

Self-acceptance, then, is paramount for
living well, and massage/bodywork is a
healthy path to get you there. Finding
the stillness in a massage session allows
you to just "be, " without judgment.
Partner that with the comfort that comes
from allowing your body to be nurtured
by someone else, and we begin to
remember our value, regardless of our
outward appearance, or what we perceive
it to be.



Water intake can clarify skin.

Elimination Effect
Clear Skin Depends on Internal Wel lness
Shelley Burns, N.D. 

Probiotics for Skin Health
Trust Your Gut on This One!
Shelley Burns, N.D. 

Do you often wonder why a skin blemish
has not resolved or why acne outbreaks
continue in spite of countless therapies?
If so, you may need to dig a bit deeper
and look inside- - inside your body, that
is. Good digestive health and the health
of your colon can mean healthy skin.

The Quest ion Is, How?
Both the colon and skin are responsible
for absorbing and releasing chemicals,
water, and other metabolic products.
The colon is the largest internal organ
in the body. Its function is specifically to
absorb food, nutrients, and water.

One function of skin is to help the body
breathe. It inhales and exhales similar to
how the lungs work. Inhalation and
exhalation by the skin allows it to open
pores and perspire. So, sweating is a
good thing.

When the colon is unable to get rid of
waste produced from food, the colon
becomes constipated and toxic. The skin
also becomes toxic in trying to perform
the elimination function, and often

results in skin eruptions in the form of
acne, eczema, and psoriasis.

Prevention
You can avoid some of this trouble with
these tips:
-  Consider removing certain foods
from your diet- -especially dairy. An
allergy to milk and other dairy products
can cause severe acne.
-  Drink at least 64-80 ounces of water
every day, as it lubricates the colon and
helps with regularity.
-  Refrain from dehydrating beverages
like alcohol, coffee, and soda, as they
can cause constipation.
-  Strive for a daily bowel movement- -
try 1-3 teaspoons of ground flax seeds
added to your breakfast.

Beautiful skin starts from the inside out.
Adopting these practices will not only
improve colon and skin health, but will
promote your overall health as well.

Digestive health plays an important role
in how skin appears on the surface.
When digestion is not working
optimally, it allows toxins to be
reabsorbed in the body instead of being
eliminated. The body then mounts a
state of emergency as it's overwhelmed
by toxins, some of them bad bacteria.
These manifest directly on the surface
for all the world to see, in the form of
wrinkles, blotchiness, skin rashes, and
acne.

This is where probiotics come into play.
Probiotics contain potentially beneficial
bacteria found in the digestive
tract- -what some call good gut bacteria.
They help strengthen the digestive
system but they also play an important
role in skin health. Probiotics consist of

Lactobacillus acidophilus, Lactobacillus
bulgaricus, and Bifidobacterium
bifidum. They have anti- inflammatory,
anti-pathogenic, and antiallergenic
properties and can be used
prophylactically and therapeutically.

There have been many studies showing
benefits of probiotics to skin health. For
example, there's a correlation between
an imbalance of good and bad bacteria
and the onset of acne. When bringing
natural bacteria back into balance with a
probiotic intervention, acne improves,
in some studies, as much as 50 percent
of the time.

There is no recommended daily intake
for probiotics, but good food sources
include buttermilk, kefir, miso,

tempeh, yogurt, and other fermented
foods. Supplements are generally higher
in potency and are used for therapeutic
purposes in treating irritable bowel
syndrome, Crohn's disease, colitis, and
many other conditions.

While probiotics are essential for healthy
skin and digestive health, there are many
other appealing benefits to encourage
their use, such as strengthening the
immune system, replacing good bacteria
after a course of antibiotics, and
contributing to general health and
well-being.

One note: Some probiotic supplements
come from dairy sources and may not be
suitable for individuals with dairy
allergies or sensitivities.



"In my hands
you will
experience
balance, security
and deep
serenity. ~
-Mark MacDonald
,ACMT

Contact me when you feel the need to be pampered and
nurtured.  

WWW.RELAXWITHMARK.COM  

e-mail me  Massageguy@cox.net

Relax With Mark 

NW 20th Street ( East off of Penn) call for exact address
Oklahoma City, OK 73106


